
A Few

Photography

composition Guidelines



There are many styles / types of photography

and many composition guidelines to follow. Here are

a few for you to try out for yourselves.

Have fun and Experiment. , there is no

right or wrong way to take photos.

You can use more than one guide to create your

photos.



There is no right or wrong in photography.

Photography is about capturing the world through your eyes.

There are some guidelines to help you to take better

photographs though.

To take a good photo you need a good composition (layout

of the photo).

There are many main guidelines to use. (at least one per

photograph, not all at once).



You can use these guidelines to take great photos on a

camera, phone, tablet or any other device that takes photos.

You don't have to have an expensive camera to take

great photos.

It's about patience, concentrating on details, creativity and

experimenting.

Keep trying until you get the photo that you have in

your mind's eye.



Composition: This is how you place the items

within the frame so that you create your

photo. This will draw the viewers eye to the

most important part of the photo.

Main focus point: This is what you want the

person looking at the photo to see first.

You will be drawn to it.





Rule of Thirds:

This is when your composition / photo is divided into thirds, using a

grid of nine squares.

The main point of focus / person/ object in the photo will be in

one third of the photo/ composition.

They can be in any third of the photo.

You can use the grid setting on your camera / phone to get the

point of focus in the right place.



Examples of the rule of thirds:



Depth of Field

depth of field is how much of the photo is in focus and

how much is blurry (out of focus). This can be in front of the

main item / person or behind the main point of focus. You use

the aperture to decide how much blur to have.

You can have a shallow / narrow depth of field or a deep /

large depth of field.





Examples of Depth of field:



Composition Balance:

This is when the composition / photo looks balanced.

When different parts of the photo get your attention

visually.

To do this you place different things side by side to

compare or contrast them to create an interesting effect.

The objects will be of equal size to create a balance.

Equal tones and colours to balance the photo.



Examples of balanced photos:



View Point:

This is where we take the photo from. Also where

you place the person looking at the photo when

you have finished taking the photo. This can

dramatically . change the feel of the photograph.

These look more effective taken from a height or

from low to the ground.



Examples of view point photography



Symmetry

In a symmetrical composition both sides of the

photo are the same, like a mirror image.

This creates harmony and balance to the photo,

an easy way to create a beautiful photo.

Look for symmetry around you, you will

see it everywhere.



Examples of symmetry photos:



Framing:

The idea of photography is to draw the eye

to the main point of focus in the photo.

Framing is a great way to do this.

looking through doorways, tunnels, tree branches,

fences, pulled curtains or arches to create a

frame around your photo.



Examples of framing photography:



Leading Lines:

This is when the person looking at the photo is lead to the

main point of focus using lines.

The lines form an easy path for your eyes to

follow. You will naturally be taken along the lines to

the main point of focus.

See what you can spot along the way.



Examples of leading lines photography



Cropping Photography

This means to remove unwanted areas of the photo.

It can be used to get rid of unwanted / unnecessary

areas of the photo, it can also change the

shape or size of the photo.

This is done to improve the photo.



Examples of Cropping photos



Horizon line photography

The horizon line is the most common

natural way to split a photo into two

parts, using straight or wavy lines.

It becomes the main part of the photo,

everything else fits in around it.



Examples of Horizon line photos


